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A Charitable Bequest to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation

Leaving a legacy
For generations, the Benalla Art Gallery has been shaped by the generosity of its community — from the visionary gifts of Mr. Laurence Ledger MBE and Mrs. Erma Ledger, to the transformational bequest of Mrs. Gladys Bennett. These gifts have enabled the construction of the Gallery and the acquisition of artworks that form the heart of its nationally significant collection.

A bequest or endowment is a gift made in a Will — as a pledge, or in memory of a loved one — that is held in trust. It can be directed to a specific purpose or invested in the Foundation’s Corpus to support the Gallery’s long‑term growth and sustainability.
                                                      
Deciding to make a bequest to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation
Of course, family and friends come first — we encourage you to discuss your Will with them. We also recommend seeking independent legal advice to ensure your wishes are properly reflected.

The Benalla Art Gallery Foundation is deeply grateful for any gift left to us. We understand that such bequests are a personal and voluntary decision.

By including the Foundation in your Will, you help secure the future of Benalla Art Gallery. Your gift will support our mission to maintain and improve the Gallery’s facilities, sustain quality programming for the community, and contribute to its long‑term role in Australia’s cultural life.

It is noted that donors wishing to bequeath works of art will need to contact the Benalla Art Gallery Director separately.

Sample wording to take to your solicitor
I give to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation:
The sum of $_______________________ ; OR
___________% (a specific percentage) of my estate; OR
___________% (a specific percentage) of the residue of my estate; OR
___________ (describe precisely the specific asset you wish to leave) free of all charges, as a contribution to the Corpus to be applied for its general purposes and I declare that the receipt of the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation Chair or Philanthropy Manager for the time being of the said trustee shall be a complete discharge to my executors/trustees in respect of that gift.

Do you already have a Will?
You can amend it to include a gift to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation Corpus by adding a separate document called a Codicil. Please consult your legal representative for advice.

About us: Benalla Art Gallery Foundation
Benalla Art Gallery Foundation was established in 2022 to support Benalla Art Gallery to deliver transformational social, cultural, and economic outcomes for the community.  Established as a Public Ancillary Fund and a registered charity, reporting to the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC), the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation is a separate entity to Benalla Art Gallery and Benalla Rural City Council and is governed by an independent Board of Directors.


Making a Charitable Bequest to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation

The following information is entirely voluntary and will be kept private and confidential. If you would prefer you to have a conversation with our Philanthropy Manager, please call
Mob: 0404 846 202.

Please provide the following information:
I intend to bequeath to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation ABN 34 506 228 016

If you wish, you may indicate the approximate value of your gift.

The sum of $_______________________ ; OR
___________% (a specific percentage) of my estate; OR
___________% (a specific percentage) of the residue of my estate; OR
___________ (describe precisely the specific asset you wish to leave) free of all charges, as a contribution to the Corpus to be applied for its general purposes (list asset or assets)

Please be advised that the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation does not hold physical assets, including, but not limited to, artworks, therefore acceptance of such Gifts will be at the discretion of the Benalla Art Gallery who will be the sole beneficiary of artworks.

My donation is to be applied for the purpose of:
1. Assisting the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation for use and benefit at its absolute discretion. This is an unrestricted Bequest (given freely for use at the Foundation’s discretion
or
2. I confirm that I have included a Gift to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation in my Will and I would like my bequest to support: ………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3.  Other (please specify) ………………………………………………………….……………….………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please indicate below (in complete confidence) the approximate value of your gift or the proportion of your estate, if you can do so.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The Benalla Art Gallery Foundation recommends you make your intentions known to your beneficiaries and/or the executor of your estate to ensure your final wishes of leaving a Gift to the Benalla Art Gallery Foundation can be carried out as intended.

      I have discussed my wishes with my family and friends and/or the executor of my Will.

      I do not wish to discuss my bequest with my beneficiaries or executor but am committed to my bequest.


Name:   …………………………………………………………….
Address:  …………………………………………………………..
Telephone: ………………………………..    Email: ……………………………………… 
Signature:  ………………………………..    Date: ………………………………..    
Witness Signature:  ………………………………..    Date: ………………………………..    


The Trustee for Benalla Art Gallery Foundation: ABN 34 506 228 016 7. Registered Charity ACN 662 150 70.
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